Get Real –

With Your Relationships
Introduction:

We’re now at week 3 in our series entitled “Get Real.” This week we’re moving into the area of relationships. Before we get into that, though, I’d like to talk a little bit about the process of spiritual change and why it’s necessary.
Last week I mentioned the fact that, here at Clearview Community Church, we have people at all stages of spiritual development and from all kinds of backgrounds. That makes it all kinds of fun to do church here. You have no idea how much I enjoy this. But no matter where we are in our journey, the Bible tells us in Romans 8:29 that “… those God foreknew He also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son…” 

So, the pattern that we have before us is the One that Jesus left for us. We’re called to follow in His steps. So, true Christianity is not so much about learning the right answers as it is learning to follow Jesus. He promised that He would never leave us nor forsake us. He is our brother and our friend and He desires an intimate relationship with each and every one of us. So, our goal as a church and as a leadership team is to help irreligious people to become fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ. Let there be no doubt about that.
The largest survey of North American churches has revealed some interesting things about the people who attend church. I’d like to share a little bit about that this morning for your information. With 1,000 churches surveyed, here’s what they learned.

With some exceptions, there are basically four different groups of people in a church of any size and all of them fit along a continuum.
1. Exploring Christ 

This first group have a basic belief in God, but are unsure about Christ and His role in their lives.

2. Growing in Christ
People in this segment have a personal relationship with Christ. They’ve made a commitment to trust Him with their souls’ salvation and for eternity, but they are just beginning to learn what it means and what it takes to develop a relationship with Him.

3. Close to Christ

This group of people depend on Christ every day. They see Christ as someone who assists them in life. On a daily basis, they turn to Him for help and guidance with the issues they face.

4. Christ-Centered

The people in this segment would identify their relationship with Christ as the most important relationship in their entire lives. They see their lives as fully surrendered to Jesus and His agenda, subordinating everything to His will and His desires.

I want you to know that our goal as leaders in this church is to move every single one of you along this line, from wherever you are, to this place of Christ-Centeredness. I’m a pastor. In the Greek the reference is to a shepherd – a guide; that’s where the word comes from. I take that responsibility very seriously.

So, if you’re exploring Christ, I want you to know that I am thrilled that you are here. All of us, at one point, find ourselves at that place where we have questions that need answers. This is a safe place for you to ask your questions. You don’t have to worry because you don’t know the answers; we will do everything we can to help you to come to know Christ as a friend and personal Saviour. If we’re not answering your questions, write them down and put them in my mailbox in the foyer, and I’ll do my best to help you.

If you’re in the growing in Christ group, we want to remind you that you haven’t arrived yet and encourage you to continue growing in your relationship with Jesus Christ. We want you to know that He can be trusted – with everything. We want to help you learn how to hear His voice in all of the noise of your life, how to co-operate with His Holy Spirit as He leads you, and how to follow Him more closely.  

If you’re in the Close to Christ group, we also want to help you to continue to grow. There are many Christians who have been in this group for years, yet who would admit that there’s one or two things that they hold back from God. There are one or two issues that keep them from being completely Christ-Centered. Please know that I want to help you to become a no-holds-barred, all-in kind of Christian. I want you to be a world-changer, the kind of person who can say, like William Booth, “God has all of me that there is.”
Finally, if you’re in the Christ-Centered segment, we want to give you the tools that you need, the support that you require, and the permission to go out into this world and turn it right-side up. We want to help you find your calling, develop your gifts, provide opportunities for you to minister in the Church, provide you with accountability, and release you as well to minister outside of these four walls.    
From our end, we’ll do our very best to help you to grow, but I want you to remind you that there are some things that we cannot do for you. 

· We can’t read your Bible for you.
If you want to grow, you have to get into God’s Word. You won’t get enough by coming on Sunday. If you have a hard time reading, get the Bible on CD and play it in the car. Get it in you.
· We can’t do your personal praying for you.
I’ll gladly pray for you and with you, but you need to learn how to pray to God for yourself and others. If you’re going to grow in your relationship with God, you have to communicate with Him – and that’s done mainly through prayer – talking to God.
· We can, but won’t, get you out of bed to get to church.
God calls us to community. We grow in community. “Iron sharpens iron.” Almost thirty years of ministry have shown me conclusively that you have almost no chance of growing spiritually without the encouragement, accountability and support of a church family. We need each other. 

If you want to grow – there are three major keys right there.

Now, let’s move into the topic of the day: Getting Real with Your Relationships.

As John Andrew Holmes said “The entire universe, with one trifling exception, is composed of others.” Everyone else you deal with is not you, so the subject of relationships is huge and has a large bearing on your quality of life. I’m likely going to continue with this subject next week, but for now I want to leave you with some principles to remember about relationships.

1. God made us for relationship.
We were made in the image of God and God is a God of relationship. He reveals Himself to us through the Trinity – God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit – 3 in 1. While we find this truth hard to wrap our heads around, the point is that God, in Himself is community. For all of eternity there has been community within the Godhead. So community is not a new invention.

We were created with a need for others. As God said in Genesis 2:18: “It is not good for the man to be alone.” That is just as true today as it ever was. We need each other. Ecclesiastes 4:12 says, “Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves. A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.” 

So we can know that prolonged isolation from other people is not good for us. When that happens we start talking to volleyballs and naming them Wilson. We need people. 

We need people to help us to become better people. Let me readily admit to you that I have the ability to act like a selfish slob. I can leave messes with the best of them. I can let the dishes pile up in the sink. I can leave my dirty clothes all over the house. I can use all but one ice cube and leave the tray for someone else to fill up. I can leave the toilet seat up and an empty roll of toilet paper in the dispenser. I can do all of those things, and many more. But I choose not to – most of the time. Why? I am a married man and, trust me now, it would not be good for my relationship with my wife. (Happy wife, happy life.) 

Having a relationship has helped me to become much less of a slob than I used to be. It has also helped me to become a better communicator, and a better dresser, and a bunch of other things that slip my mind for the moment. Being in relationship does that, it helps us to be better.

2. Our most important relationship is with God. 
We forget this and we’ll soon find ourselves in a world of trouble. When we started this series we talked about the priorities of which Jesus spoke in His Sermon on the Mount and elsewhere. It was always God first. There’s a reason for that. Augustine rightly said "You have made us for yourself, O Lord, and our heart is restless until it rests in you." 
Jesus teaches us that when this vertical relationship is right, others fall into place. Remember when Jesus was asked what was the greatest commandment He replied “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” – Matthew 22:34-36
It’s interesting that all of the commandments that God gave us to follow revolve around our relationships. If you’re not getting it clearly enough, listen closely. Relationships matter. And your relationship with God matters most of all. So, how can we be sure that our relationship with God is what it should be?

Recognize what separates us from God.
Isaiah 59:2 says “But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his face from you, so that he will not hear.” Two weeks ago we talked about the holiness of God, and that sin cannot stand in His presence. Our disobedience, our sin, our bad attitudes have separated us from Him. 

Recognize who makes it right.
Jesus said in John 15:13, “Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” That’s a nice thought, but it’s a little more difficult to do. But Jesus actually went out and did it. Knowing that sin separates us from God and that nothing we could do could make it right, He did for us what we couldn’t do for ourselves. In 1 Peter 2:24 it says, “He himself bore our sins” in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; “by his wounds you have been healed.” 
Do you want to talk about love, and how it’s done? Read Romans 5:6-8 “You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”
Recognize our part.
We must confess and believe. “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” – 1 John 1:9

Romans 5:1 says “Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we] have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ…” Peace. A cessation of hostilities. 

Romans 10:9 tells us, “If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.”
When it says believe it speaks of an active commitment. It’s not just words – it’s from our hearts. We get it. Jesus loved me so much that He gave His life for me. Because He was sinless, death could not hold Him. He’s alive. I believe it. I confess it – and He claims me as a friend. I’ll follow Him wherever He leads me.

How’s your relationship with God? Is He the big grumpy guy in the sky waiting to smack you every time you step out of line? Or is He your heavenly Father, who would stop at nothing to see that you could come back home? If you want your other relationships to work, you’d better get this one right.  
“We must live with people to know their problems and live with God to 'help' solve them.” – Ravi Zacharias
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