Get Real

Introduction:
We’re starting a new series this week called “Get Real.” We’ve been talking about it as a staff for months now. We wanted to look at real life issues in light of God’s Word. I want to begin this morning with a bit of an overview.

We stand here on the threshold of a new year. It’s a time for resolutions; a time for self-evaluation and positive change. It’s also a time for pretending and putting on airs. We have all become very good at putting our best foot forward and concealing our faults and our real needs. But this series is about getting real.

As we look through the Gospel record we find story after story of people’s encounters with Jesus. There are some discernable patterns there that are also applicable to us today. Over and over we find people coming to Jesus for help with what they perceived to be their biggest problems, only to find that Jesus was able to look right through them to the heart of the matter.

So let’s get real this morning. What I’d like to talk about is the very real tendency on the part of a lot of people to want the best of both worlds and to walk the fence. As the old song says, there are people who are “not quite in the kingdom; not really out.” These are people who would quite readily call themselves Christians. They are church-goers, Bible readers, regular givers; good all around people. Yet there are areas in their lives that, for all intents and purposes, have been declared off limits to God. It may be their love life; their habits, their families, their money, their career or any number of things.
Clearview Community Church is made up of people from all kinds of different backgrounds. Some have been in church all of their lives, others have only just begun. Some are seekers, trying to determine whether or not all of this is true. Some are fairly new Christians who are growing in their faith. Others have been followers of Christ for many years. Some are growing, some are moving backwards; some are treading water.

What are we to do with this? The truth is that different people need different things. The church is a place where we come to encounter God, to hear the Word of God and learn how to apply that to our lives. Listen to what Paul wrote to Timothy, his son in the faith, in 2 Timothy 3:16 – “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”
So we see from this that sometimes we need to be taught, sometimes we need to be rebuked, sometimes we need to be corrected and sometimes we need to be trained, but the end result is that we ought to be thoroughly equipped to do the right thing. This series is about change – real change. John Maxwell tells us that "People change when they hurt enough that they have to, when they learn enough that they want to, or when they receive enough that they are able to." My prayer is that all of us would be able to change because we learn enough or receive enough. I’m not a big fan of pain.
In light of that, let’s put all of this within a framework that makes sense. We’re talking about our lives, but we’re talking about them in the context of God and what He expects of us. So let’s start with that question: who is God and what does He expect of me?

If we went out on the street and asked the question “who, or what, is God” we’d get a lot of different replies. Some would say that there’s no such thing. Others would say that they believe in a “force” but not a personal God. Yet others would say that they believe in a God but that He has nothing to do with us. There are a myriad of opinions out there of who God is. Some of us have spent a lot of time exploring the question.
Obviously today we don’t have time to go into all of the reasons that have lead me to conclude that the God of the Bible is the eternal God who created all things - but there are a lot of reasons. First of all – we’re here. We came from something or someone because, as any scientist will tell you, “from nothing, nothing comes.” The order in the universe, with its laws and its complex mathematical formulas, and inter-related eco-systems scream that it has been designed. It takes an amazing mind to create that kind of design and specified complexity.

Virtually every culture in history has worshiped some form of deity, almost as though it was imprinted into our DNA. As C.S. Lewis wrote, "If I find within myself a desire which no experience in this world can satisfy, the most probable explanation is that I was made for another world." But there are so many different views of God out there, how do we determine which is true? Good question, glad you asked. We have to look at the truth claims of the different religions to determine whether or not they conform to reality. This is why I fell in love with the works of Ravi Zacharias and C.S. Lewis. They have been able to cut through the clutter and the competing claims to demonstrate why we can trust that the God of the Bible is, in fact, God. Other truth claims fail at varying points because they do not conform to reality. 
Perhaps the quote by C.S. Lewis that has said it best for me is this: “I believe in Christianity as I believe that the sun has risen: not only because I see it, but because by it I see everything else.” 

We can know with confidence that there is a God and that He has revealed Himself through His Word – the Bible. That Word has been preserved, intact, through thousands of years, and presents, not just theological truth, but historical reality, verified by tens of thousands of archaeological discoveries. The God who created us tells us that we can trust His Word and has confirmed that by sending Jesus Christ, His Son. He came, not just as a legend, but as a person in history, into our world. He walked among us, He taught us – and is still considered the greatest teacher in the history of the world – He established His church, He performed miracles, documented by eyewitnesses. He was falsely accused, beaten; then crucified on a hill outside of Jerusalem. He died, was laid in a borrowed tomb that was sealed and guarded by Roman soldiers. Three days later He rose from the grave, appeared to many and forty days later returned to His Father, sending His Holy Spirit, after promising to return. He will come again. These things I believe.

They mark the foundations of my life. Everything I am is based upon the truths that God has revealed. There is a God. He is sovereign. He is revealed in Scripture as the One who is above all. There is no other like Him. He revealed Himself to Moses as “I AM” – the One who gives breath to everything. We see Him in Genesis as the Creator God, who simply spoke and all of creation came to be – planets, solar systems and galaxies appeared. What He says goes, no exceptions. As Ravi Zacharias writes, “The Scriptures open with the words ‘In the beginning, God.’ There is no other rational starting point for life than God. That is the axis upon which life turns. That is the source from which life begins. That is the reference from which all definitions arise.” He is sovereign.

He’s also holy. In both the Greek and Hebrew texts the root word means “separate” or “apart from.” He is called holy in that there is no other like Him. If you were take the most righteous person you know and then try to multiply that by some astronomical figure it wouldn’t come close. God stands separate from us. He’s transcendent – beyond anything we can understand. In modern language we would say that to see God would “blow your mind.” In Isaiah 6, when Isaiah caught a glimpse of God’s manifested presence in the temple he cried out “Woe to me … I am ruined…”  Translation: Whoa – I’m in trouble. He is holy.

He is omniscient. He knows everything, past, present, future. The Bible tells us that He knows every detail of your life. When you were in your mother’s womb, He knew you. He knows how many hairs there are on your head. He knows every thought you’ve ever had and even discerns your intentions when everyone else just thinks you’re a good person. He knows the same about every person who has ever lived and understands all of the interactions between all of us. He knows everything that’s happened to you, the good, the bad and the indifferent. He knows why you are the way you are and the choices that have got you where you are today. As Hebrews 4:13 says, “Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account.” The lesson here is – you can’t put one by Him. He is omniscient.

He is immutable. This simply means that God doesn’t change like we do. God doesn’t change His mind; God doesn’t have mood swings. His character remains the same. His Word never changes. As Jesus said in Luke 21:33, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.” He will never do something contrary to His character. He will never let you down. He doesn’t change like shifting shadows. He can be relied upon. He is immutable. 
There are many more that we could look at, but you get the point. That’s God. He is all of those things and more. He is so far and above and beyond our understanding that, as Colossians 1:17 tells us: “He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.” He is God. Now, in light of that, what does this God expect of us?

God expects ALL of us.
When Jesus was asked that same basic question, here was His response recorded in Matthew 22:37-39, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” 
The most common word in these verses is “all.” He wasn’t saying that it’s important to make God a part of our lives. He wasn’t even saying that it’s important that God become a prominent part of our lives. He was saying that God is to be central in our lives.

In His Sermon on the Mount, Jesus clearly spoke of how being a part of His Kingdom means a total realignment of our priorities. He spoke of all of the things that we deal with in this world, concerns about food and clothing and paying the bills and then He wrote in Matthew 6:33, “But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.” Make the conscious choice to put God first – His ways, His truth, His priorities, His will – and He will meet your needs.  
As Charles Colson wrote, "The greatest challenge facing the church today is to reassert the Lordship of Jesus Christ." What he’s saying is that there are too many people in the church who are not obeying what Jesus called the greatest commandments. Jesus asked the question in Luke 6:46, “Why do you call Me, Lord, Lord, and do not what I tell you?” It’s a good question.
I know I’ve spoken of this before, and I do so intentionally because I believe it’s central to Biblical Christianity. Is Jesus Christ the Lord of your life or not? If He is you’ll walk with Him in obedience. You will obey His teachings, and you will experience a level of joy and satisfaction that cannot be found anywhere else. 

When I began this message I spoke about the very real tendency on the part of a lot of people to want the best of both worlds and to walk the fence. I talked about the many people who claim to be Christians – they’re church-goers, Bible readers, regular givers; good all around people. Yet there are areas in their lives that, for all intents and purposes, have been declared off limits to God. It may be their love life; their habits, their families, their money, their career or any number of things. Do you remember that?

Jesus doesn’t take half-hearted commitments. With Him it’s all or nothing. The rich young ruler was willing to come to Jesus as long as Jesus promised to let him keep his fortune. Jesus told him to get rid of it precisely because it was the one thing that would stand between him and God. What is the one thing that God is telling you to get rid of? Is it a relationship? A habit? Your future?
Listen to this from Bill Hybels, “God’s presence is with you, but you have to make a choice to believe – and I mean, really believe – that this is true. This conscious decision is yours alone. As the panic rises, you must ask yourself, Am I going to trust in His comforting presence? Will I acknowledge His omnipresent reality? Will I allow Him to strengthen my soul? Or will I believe a lie and cry out, as so many do, ‘You are not near! You don’t care for me, do You, God?’”
Hear me this morning. Stop running. Stop reaching out for some puny human being or soulless piece of technology to fill the hole in your soul. God is real. He wants to heal you, not give you a temporary fix. 

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” – Matthew 11:28-30 
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