
What Is a Christ-follower?
Where Do You Sit?
Introduction:
Some of you may find the source of my message a little bit strange today. We’ve been talking about what it means to be a Christ-follower. But today my text is taken from the book of Daniel, which was written hundreds of years before Jesus called His first disciple. I’m going there today because the principles we find apply to the time of Jesus’ ministry and to our time as well. Bear with me, I think you’ll agree. 
Scholars tell us this book was written by Daniel in the 6th century B.C. during the captivity of the Jews in Babylon - modern-day Iraq. He wrote first-hand of the things that happened to him and to his countrymen and how God worked through all of these events.

History tells us that Daniel was of noble birth, born to the royal family of Judah in Jerusalem. He was taken captive to Babylon when King Nebuchadnezzar ordered that the best, most attractive, most intelligent young people in Jerusalem be brought to live in the king's palace. Scholars think he was between the ages of 16-18 when he was taken.

This is our backdrop today. We find an intelligent young man, brought to the royal palace of the most powerful man in the world at that time. His countrymen were now servants and slaves, and the vessels from the temple of God in Jerusalem were now being used in the house of Nebuchadnezzar's god. His land lay in ruins. Daniel, like all of the other Hebrews, was at the mercy of his new masters.

Daniel specifically mentions three other Hebrews in Daniel 1:6-7. He does so for a reason. He mentions himself, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah. Then he mentions the Babylonian names given to each of them. He was called Belteshazzar, the others - Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. There were a number of other Hebrews brought at the same time under the same conditions but, Daniel only mentions 3 besides himself - which brings us to these chairs you see here on the platform.

These chairs here represent life choices that we all must make. Everyone, including these four young men, will sit in one of these chairs. Everyone who claims to be a Christ-follower will choose one of these chairs. We'll give a title and description to each of these chairs here today.

1.
The Chair of Comfort
This first chair we'll call the chair of comfort. This is the most popular chair by far, of all the models available, especially in this day and age. It is the easy chair, it's soft; it's padded; it looks nice. Most versions of this chair either recline or are big enough to stretch out on.

The definition of comfort is "a state of mental or physical ease." Those who choose this chair always want the easiest way; the path of least resistance. This is for those who are the spectators in life, who let everyone else do, while they remain comfortable, usually shouting directions or criticisms from the sidelines.

The people who choose this chair do not like change, they like things just the way they are. They don't like to be reminded that there is trouble in the world; they don't want to think about tomorrow, it hinders their enjoyment of today. In our society, this is the chair of choice. This has been called the age of leisure or the age of comfort, and we live in the country ranked near the top in the world once again for our standard of living. One motto for our society is "if it feels good, do it!" The opposite is also true for our society: "if it doesn't feel good, don't do it."

There's not much concern in this chair over what is right and wrong, principles or self-discipline. The emphasis is on self, on feelings, and warmth and... comfort.

This is the first chair that the young Hebrews were offered. In verse 5 of chapter 1 we read: "The king assigned them a daily amount of food and wine from the king's table."
These Hebrew men were to partake of the best that Babylon had to offer. They were to live in the palace with the king; eat what he ate, drink what he drank; live in the lap of luxury - sit in the chair of comfort. That's where the rest of the Hebrew royal family chose to sit, but not Daniel and his friends.

We read in Daniel 1:8 what Daniel's attitude was: "But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine, and he asked the chief official for permission not to defile himself this way."
That chair of comfort went against all that Daniel had been taught. This food was prepared by gentiles, which made it unclean. There were numerous items of food from the kings table that the Jews were forbidden to eat by Jewish law. Also, many items on the king's table had been sacrificed to pagan gods. The wine was equally offensive. The only wine the Jews were allowed to drink was wine diluted with water; the Babylonians didn't dilute their wine. They drank to get drunk. Daniel would rather not sit in the chair of comfort because it offended his God.

Notice that most of their friends had no problem conforming to comfort. No doubt they rationalized their way into breaking God's commandments. Many will do that. They will do what they know is wrong and try to justify it with any number of excuses. In their minds they had no choice. After all, they were servants. And, anyway, what was so bad about eating this stuff? It was the pick of the crop, after all, and they were never going to see home again.

The chair of comfort is also called the chair of disobedience.

2.
The Chair of Compromise
The second chair we'll call the chair of compromise. It's the second most popular chair. Note that it's padded, but not nearly as much as the chair of comfort. This chair gives it to you both ways. You don't have the full benefits of the lap of luxury, but if it gets too tough, you can always change your mind again.

Compromise, in Canadian society, has come to be perceived as a good thing. It's the ability to solve differences by two opposing sides adjusting their positions. What you have left is a compromise. The dictionary says that compromise is: "something lying midway between, or combining the qualities of, two different things."
An example of compromise would be if we were going to lunch and you wanted to go to McDonald's and I wanted to go to K.F.C. and we decided to go to Harvey's/Swiss Chalet. It wasn't either of our first choice but it would do.

In that light, compromise is a good thing, sometimes in politics it's a necessary thing. But with God, compromise is never good. Midway between two points is neither here nor there. Midway between hot and cold is lukewarm, Jesus said if we were lukewarm he would spit us out of his mouth. Midway between God and the world is trying to keep both of them happy. Jesus said: "No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money." (Matthew 6:24)

The story is told of a Christian pastor in Nazi Germany who would not teach the Nazi line from his pulpit. In fact, he spoke out against it. His name was Martin Niemoller and he was thrown in jail for his unwillingness to cooperate. While there, a chaplain, sanctioned by the Nazis, came to visit him. The chaplain asked Niemoller, "Why are you here?" Dr. Niemoller replied, "Why are you not here?" The answer to that question is that the chaplain chose to sit in the chair of compromise.

This chair of compromise is the chair you're in when the spirit is willing but the flesh is weak. You know what is right but you can't seem to make yourself do it. You can act one way around a certain group of people but you act different around another. Peter sat in the chair of compromise when he denied that he knew Jesus.

This chair was offered to Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. The king had built this huge image of gold and placed it in the plain of Dura in Babylon. Then, he gathered all the princes and the rulers and the governors and the captains and the judges and counsellors to come to the dedication of this idol. The three Hebrews were now in positions of authority and were invited as well.

It was commanded of all of these people that when they heard the sound of the instruments they were to bow down and worship this golden image. Whoever refused would be thrown into a furnace.

Thousands gathered in the valley at the foot of this huge image, ninety feet tall, towering over everything. The instruments signalled and all of those in the valley fell down on their faces before the image - all but three young men. They stood erect as all around them strong men fell. The king was enraged, and in Daniel 3:13-18 we see the account of them as they are standing before the king. After giving them a blast, the king offers them a compromise. He figured that they had made their point; he liked these boys so now he would offer them a way out. In verse 15 it is recorded that the king told them: "Now when you hear the sound of the (instruments), if you are ready to fall down and worship the image I made, very good. But if you do not worship it, you will be thrown immediately into a blazing furnace. Then what god will be able to rescue you from my hand?"
If these boys were in the chair of compromise they would have seized this opportunity to save their lives. You see, for the Christian, if you're in the chair of compromise, you only serve God when it's convenient to do so. You love God, but He'd better treat you right. If things don't go the way you expect them to, you're always prepared to go back. We're willing to go God's way as long as God's way is the way that we think it should be.

It’s similar to the story of Iranian Pastor Yousef Nadarkhani who sits in an Iranian jail waiting to be executed. His crime is that he dared to convert from Islam to Christianity and he refuses to recant. He’s been told that if he’s willing to renounce Christianity and return to Islam he will be spared. His wife was also arrested for a time. He has repeatedly stated that he cannot go back. He will not recant. 
Trying to live a spiritually compromising life is fruitless. It's like the German martyr Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote: "If you board the wrong train - it's no use running along the corridor in the other direction."
The chair of compromise is also the chair of the double-minded. James 1:8 tells us that "a double-minded man is unstable in all that he does."
Notice also, that the others didn't have trouble compromising. No-one else stood with them. But these boys remembered what they had been taught - God said "You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God..." - Exodus 20:4-5. It was wrong, regardless of the consequences that would come from their refusal. They refused.

3.
The Chair of Commitment
Rather, these boys chose the third chair, which is the chair of commitment. Commitment is the act of entrusting. It means to give up or turn over possession; to set apart or devote, as for a specific use.

These young men had been set apart for God's purposes and they were committed to Him alone. When you're really committed to God there's one way - His way. When you're committed to God, you follow Him wherever He leads you because you trust Him. You know that the one who created you is able to sustain you anywhere, in anything. When you're committed you keep following when the way is dangerous because you believe "to live is Christ; to die is gain." It was commitment that caused Job to say: "Though He slay me, yet will I hope in Him..." It was commitment that caused Paul to ask the church at Caesarea: "Why are you weeping and breaking my heart? I am ready not only to be bound, but also to die in Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus." - Acts 21:13. It was of commitment that Jesus spoke in John 12:27 when He said: "Now my heart is troubled, and what shall I say? 'Father, save me from this hour?' No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour. Father, glorify your name!"
Commitment was found in these three young men faced with certain death in a furnace if they refused to compromise. They responded the only way they could respond from the chair of commitment. In verses 16-18 of chapter 3 they said: "O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter. If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it, and He will rescue us from your hand, O king. But even if He does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up."
Their minds were made up. They were not going to bow. There was no question of whether or not it would be comfortable or whether they could compromise; they were committed. They had found someone worth committing to.

The results are seen in verses 22-25:“The king’s command was so urgent and the furnace so hot that the flames of the fire killed the men who took up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, and these three men, firmly tied, fell into the blazing furnace. Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his advisers, ‘Wasn’t it three men that we tied up and threw into the fire?’ They replied, ‘Certainly, O king.’ He said, ‘Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods.”
God is calling His church to commitment, to make a difference in this world. We are to identify with Jesus Christ. To weep at what made him weep; to get angry at what made Him angry; to love those whom He loves. God help us to carry the burden He calls us to carry.

There are three chairs to choose from - which one is yours?
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We're on a mission as His body in this world. We're His hands and His feet. As we each find our place and pour ourselves into what God has called us to do, His Kingdom is expanded.

It's like what teacher Ralph Bagshaw has done at the High School in which he teaches in Vancouver, BC. As a Christian he found it frustrating as he encountered increasingly more rebellious youth who had abandoned any absolute standards of right and wrong. His attitude was that, though the school may outlaw teaching Christianity, they couldn't outlaw love. He began to work with some young people; he started a rugby club at noon hour. From that group he formed a discussion group for high school kids that dealt with all the issues they couldn't talk openly about in school.

From that seed, through his 35 years of teaching in a secular school system, Ralph and his wife have been able to mentor dozens of young people into a strong relationship with Jesus Christ. Why? Because he was committed to God and making a difference.

The chair of commitment is also the chair of deliverance. One of the greatest things about the chair of commitment is that Christ is always there with us. You see, that's His chair. He promised, when He commanded us to go and reach the world that He would "never leave (us) or forsake us". And as David Livingstone said as he set out from England to the dark continent of Africa, "that, my friends, is the word of a gentleman."
Today I'm asking you to make a difference, regardless of your age, your position or your wealth. If you are not a Christian today, Jesus Christ is calling you. You can commit yourself to a lot of things in this world. You can commit yourself to little league baseball, to soccer, to hockey, to ballet, to the Lions Club or to Kiwanis. I'm asking you to commit yourself to the Body of Christ as we work to reach this world for Jesus Christ. He deserves your time and your energy. He offers you forgiveness, purpose and a new beginning; it’s the best offer you’re going to get.

If you are an attender of this church and you're a Christian, but you've never been baptized, I'm challenging you to be obedient to Christ and identify with Him publicly. Speak to myself, Pastor Merv, or one of the Deacons and we'll make the arrangements. If you're a Christian but you've been a spectator, today you have an opportunity to get involved in something significant. I challenge you to find your place in the ministering Body of Christ. There is a place for you, whether its teaching, organizing, praying or doing support work, there is a place for you.

And it’s not just within these four walls that we serve. What is God asking you to do in His world? What can you do to make a difference?
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