Blessed
Introduction:

It’s thanksgiving weekend in Canada, a time for each of us to stop and think about how good we have it and to give thanks to the One who provided all of this for us. As I was looking forward to this weekend I kept thinking about the word “blessed.” The word means “favoured.”  By anyone’s definition, we living here in Canada are blessed. 

Someone wrote this: If you have food in your fridge, clothes on your back, a roof over your head and a place to sleep, you are richer than 75% of the world. If you have money in your bank, your wallet, and some spare change, you are among 8% of the world’s wealthy. If you woke up this morning with more health than illness, you are more blessed than the million people who will not survive this week. If you have never experienced the danger of battle, the agony of imprisonment or torture or the horrible pangs of starvation, you are more blessed than 500 million people alive and suffering. We’re blessed.

How many here this morning would be confident enough to raise your hand to attest to the fact that you are truly blessed. Here’s another question, how many here would also say “I’d like to be more blessed.” That’s what I want to talk about this morning. Listen to what Jesus said, as recorded in Acts 20:35: “‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’ ” (Repeat)
I don’t know about you, but I like to receive. There have been times when I’ve been in the drivethrough at Tim Horton’s and I pull up to the window only to find that some anonymous person has paid for my coffee. That feels great. But I also know that it feels even better to give. My family took a trip down South a couple of years to visit my wife’s family. We stopped in Tennessee to visit some old friends, the Davis.’ Richard Davis was the man who appointed me to my first church. I remember him coming into town on numerous occasions and taking us out to eat. Back then we were rarely in a financial position to eat out, but he wouldn’t have let us pay anyway. 

But on this trip I got to take he and his wife out and we paid the tab. I have to say, it felt much better for me to give than to receive. I was more blessed because I was able to be the one on the giving end. It seems contradictory, but it’s true. 
The key to the Blessed Life... 

The key to the blessed life is a heart of GENEROSITY.

Refreshing Generosity 

We see this principle repeated throughout Scripture. In Proverbs 11:24-25 it says this: “One man gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds unduly, but comes to poverty. A generous man will prosper; he who refreshes others will himself be refreshed.” Here’s the principle: the one who gives freely, is blessed by God with more, but the one who could give, but selfishly holds back, loses what he has.
Sowing and Reaping 
We see it again in 2 Corinthians 9:6-8 “Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.” 

God has established a principle that we reap what we sow. He blesses us with all manner of things, and our challenge is to use what He’s given us appropriately. And these verses really speak of attitude. When it says, “God loves a cheerful giver,” the word cheerful in the Greek can be translated “hilarious.” It’s like “Yes! I get a chance to give again!”

Do you know people like that? I do. There are people whom God has blessed who just have to hear about a legitimate need and they’re reaching for their chequebook. They love to give, and God blesses them for it.
You want to see the blessed life? When you are generous, on the other side of generosity, here are the blessings promised to you. "And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work." All things, all times, all that you need and abounding in every good work.
Read on, in verse 11 Paul goes on to say, “You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.” 

When we respond with a generous heart the result is that others give thanks to God. As a church, you decided a couple of years ago to fund a medical clinic in the Dominican Republic. Hundreds of Haitian refugees and Dominicans receive quality medical care because you give. I got an e-mail on Friday saying “Thank God for you.” Every year at Christmas time you send out scores of shoeboxes full of toys and Christmas presents to children in poverty around the world. As a church, for Christmas we adopt the children of some who are incarcerated and provide a Christmas for those children who, through no fault of their own, are without a parent. A generous attitude results in glory to God.  
Jensen Franklin speaks about different mindsets that people have.

Three Mindsets (1) 

A Bag-Full 

The first mindset is what he calls The BAG-FULL Mindset: the attitude that it’s not enough. It’s illustrated clearly by the Old Testament prophet Haggai. In Haggai 1:6 (NKJV) he says, “You have sown much, and bring in little; you eat, but do not have enough; you drink, but you are not filled with drink; you clothe yourselves, but no one is warm; and he who earns wages, earns wages to put into a bag with holes.” 
For some people, it doesn’t matter how much they earn, it’s never enough. They bring it home, put it in a bag and try to take care of all of the expenses. It seems that no matter how much goes into the bag, at the end of the month, there’s not enough. It’s like the bag has holes in it.

What is interesting, is when you look at Scripture, there is a guy in the New Testament that was really getting into what was in the bag, and his name was Judas. He was the guy who carried around the money bag for Jesus’ disciples. And, if there was any guy who was really getting into what the stuff in the bag could buy, it was Judas. Even so, when an immoral woman was so moved by Jesus that she broke open a bottle of perfume that was valued at about a years' worth of wages just to worship Jesus; Judas screamed, "No! Don't do that! The money!" 
He was so consumed by what was in the bag. In fact, you know what he did? He did what many people do today. He betrayed Jesus because of his bag mindset. He betrayed Jesus for 30 pieces of silver in a little bag. The same thing people do today. People don't give today and Scripture says the tithe belongs to God, returning the tithe of 10% and people don't do that today because they are more concerned about what's in the bag than they are with obeying and honoring God. "I would love to give but the bag has holes in it! We have got to buy our Christmas gifts! Things are tight, the economy is tight! I am worried about my job! I would love to give, but I don't feel like I can! We've got college coming up with the kids, we would love to give, but we can't because we have got the bag mindset.” The first one is where so many people live today and that is the bag mindset.
A Basket-Full 

The second model is a better one: The BASKET: more than enough. This is the person who believes that God is an abundant God and we can trust him. We have got more than enough, because God is an abundant God and we can give freely.
In Deuteronomy 28:4-6 it says: “The fruit of your womb will be blessed, and the crops of your land and the young of your livestock—the calves of your herds and the lambs of your flocks. Your basket and your kneading trough will be blessed. You will be blessed when you come in and blessed when you go out.”
This is an attitude that recognizes that all that we have is a gift from God. He’s the one who blesses us with children, crops, livestock, health, strength and baskets that are full. Because we know it’s from Him we don’t have to hold on so tightly.

In Luke 6:38 Jesus gave a real interesting teaching about the Basket Mindset. “Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.” What was he saying? He was speaking with people who understood about baskets.
Probably most of them had worked in the field at some point in time. They would know that when you’re working for someone and having to carry grain in a basket you wouldn’t fill it right to the brim because you’d have to carry it across the field and it would be heavy. But at the end of the harvest, the charitable farmer would invite the needy to come with their baskets and take what was left over. They were hungry, and had need. They would fill their basket a good measure, then press it down, then shake it together, and cram as much in as they possible could, so as they carry it away it was running over. Jesus’ point was that if we’re generous, God blesses us to overflowing just like that. That’s the kind of God He is.

(Story of loaves and two fish).

My prayer is that all of you who may have a bag mindset can move to a basket mindset, understanding that God is good enough. A pastor was sharing about his 11 year-old-daughter, Anna; she has a basket mindset. She came in one day and she goes, "Daddy, I need $40.00." He said, "Get to work!" She said, "I've got $20.00 for my birthday money, but I need $20.00 more. I need this bad!" He said, "Let's do some jobs!" So, he gave her a job for fifty cents, next day a job for a dollar, next day a job for fifty cents, and she worked and she worked and she worked and she worked. And after several weeks, she came in and she brought me a wad full of $1.00 bills, some change and dimes and she said, "Dad, here is my $40.00." "Okay." She said, "Daddy, I want to use this to buy Bibles. Mommy told me in China there are people that don't have Bibles and I want to buy 20 Bibles with this $40.00, because mommy told me I could do this! He sat back and he said, "Baby, this is one of the proudest moments of my life!" Here is a little girl who truly knows that she has more than enough and she wanted to be a blessing to others. It is the 'basket mindset'. I don't want to trust what is in the bag, God is a God who overflows. I have got more than enough. I want to meet the needs of others. 
A Barn-Full 

The third mindset is the Barn mindset, where we understand that God is infinitely more than enough. In Deuteronomy 28:8 it says, “The Lord will send a blessing on your barns and on everything you put your hand to. The Lord your God will bless you in the land He is giving you.”

Imagine this, imagine you are faithful with what is in the bag, and God blesses you, and then you are faithful with what is in the basket, and then one day God gives you barns that are overflowing. Joseph experienced this in the Old Testament. He ended up in what must have felt like a soap opera. He was sold into slavery by his own brothers. But he faithfully served God in his situation and was promoted. Then he was rewarded by being falsely accused and thrown in prison. Again he did what was right and ended up helping to manage the prison. He then became Pharaoh’s right-hand man, and finally was blessed with barns overflowing to the point that he saved even surrounding nations from starvation. 
Here’s the question: How much can God bless you with? 
True Riches 

 “Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. So if you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches?” (Luke 16:10-11)
Overflowing 

“Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops; then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine.” (Proverbs 3:9-10) 

Bigger Barn Mistake 

“And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop. He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.’ “Then he said, ‘This is what I'll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I'll say to myself, “You have plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.” (Luke 12:16-19) 
Rich toward God 

 “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’ “This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God.” (Luke 12:20-21) 

Think It Over 

What are some of the blessings in your life? When you stop to think about what you have in light of what most people in the world live on, what is the emotion that you feel? When we’re blessed by God the question that we need to ask ourselves is this: in light of God’s blessings in our lives, how should we live? How can we make a difference? With whom can I share? God help me to have His perspective on stuff, and not believe everything this selfish world tells me.
I’m blessed, how about you?
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